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1  Cheney Hall—1867
Cheney Hall has served Manchester for five 
generations as a community hall, church, 
theater and meeting place, and is home to the 
Little Theatre of Manchester.

2  Fire Station Museum—1901
The fire house was built by the Cheneys to 
protect the mills and homes.

3  Yarn Mill—1911
Here workers twisted strands of silk into 
thread, and carded silk.

4  Finishing and Printing—1946
Silk fabrics were printed with designs 
according to the fashion of the day.

5  Dye House—1914
Yarn and cloth were dyed in this building.

6  Velvet Weave Shed—1914
Cheney Brothers silk velvet was among the 
company’s most famous products.

7  Velvet Mill—1901

8  Ribbon Mill—1907
In this facility workers made ribbons and 
cravats.

9  History Center—1895
This building is the home of the Manchester 
Historical Society. In its day, machinists, 
plumbers and other tradesmen performed 
maintenance and repairs essential to running 
the large textile complex in the Cheney Bros. 
machine shop.

10  Bath House—1913
The Bath House provided a place to bathe for 
Cheney workers who did not have bathrooms 
at home. Men bathed on one side and women 
on the other. Towels cost five cents.

11  Cheney School (now Old 
Manchester Museum)—1859
The school was attended by the children of the 
Cheney family and their employees.

12  Weaving Mill—1886
Yarn was put onto beams for the looms, and 
weaving was done here.

13  Train Car Vault—1919
After a foiled robbery, Cheney Bros. erected 
this vault, large enough for a freight car 
loaded with silk to be kept safely until it was 
ready to be unloaded.

14  Silk Vaults—1919
Silk was kept in these vaults for safekeeping 
after removal from train cars.

15  Spinning Mill (Clock Mill)—1872
16  Seth Cheney Mansion—ca. 1845

One of the Cheney family mansions, this is 
now a beautifully restored Bed & Breakfast.

17  Cheney Homestead—ca. 1785
This farm house, the original building, housed 
three Cheney generations. Additions were 
built as the family grew.

18  Keeney Schoolhouse—1751
Restored in 1973, this one-room schoolhouse 
contains a “horn book”—see how it was used.

19  Cheney Brothers Office—1910
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